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CONGRESS SUMMARY 


Action Taken on Bills Relating to Coal, Soil 
Conservation Payments and Judicial Procedure 


While the Senate Judiciary Committee continued hearings 
on the President's judicial reform proposal, the Congress, be- 
tween debates on the current labor problem, sent to confer- 
ence the Guffey-Vinson bill to establish minimum prices 
within the soft coal industry. 

The House acted favorably on the bill to extend until 
January 1, 1942, the provisions of the Soil Conservation and 
_ Domestic Allotment Act, which authorizes the Federal Gov- 
ernment to make direct payments to farmers for compliance 
with certain practices, and a bill (H. R. 2260) which would 
permit the Attorney General to intervene in cases involving 
the constitutionality of Acts of Congress and to secure direct 
appeal to the Supreme Court when adverse decisions have 
been handed down by lower Federal Courts. 

The Senate passed a House joint resolution authorizing the 
Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation to expend $1,000,- 
000 for the purchase and relief distribution of surplus fishery 
commodities, 

The Senate passed a resolution condemning “sit-down” 
strikes, after adding an amendment to include condemnation 
of industrial espionage, fostering of company unions, and re- 
fusal of the right of collective bargaining. The House de- 
feated the Dies resolution calling for an investigation of “sit- 
down” strikes. 

The House Committee on Agriculture agreed after a month 
and a half of discussion on a substitute for Chairman Jones’ 
farm tenancy bill. 

The legislative intent behind the passage of the appropria- 
tion for the purchase of fishery products was expressed in a 
Senate Committee report which stated that a mild winter had 
prevented the shipping of 25,000,000 pounds of frozen fish. 

The new farm tenancy bill (H. R. 6240) would appropriate 
$50,000,000 each year for five years to be loaned to tenant 
farmers for a 30-year period at 3 per cent interest for the pur- 
chase of farm homes. Title to the property would be in the 
tenant purchaser whereas under the former bill the title would 
have been retained in the Department of Agriculture for the 
full 40-year repayment period. The new bill reduces the an- 
nual $75,000,000 rehabilitation loan appropriation to two 
years instead of five years. 


Board of Directors to Meet May 20th 


President Ralph O. Dulany has announced that he will 
call a meeting of the Board of Directors to be held at the 
Shoreham Hotel in Washington on Thursday, May 20th. 
Mectings of the Administrative Council and committees that 
gr to present reports to the Board will be held on preced- 
ing days. 


Approval of Simplification Proposal Sought 


The Division of Simplified Practice of the National Bureau 
of Standards has received letters from a considerable num- 
ber of canners and distributors giving their approval of the 
revision of the simplified practice recommendation on cans 
for fruits and vegetables. This recommendation, it will be 
recalled, was approved by the Conference Committee of Can- 
ners and Distributors at its meeting during the annual con- 
vention at Chicago in January. The Division of Simplified 
Practice desires to obtain, in addition to approval by canners’ 
and distributors’ organizations, the approval of individual 
firms engaged in the industry and trade and an indication 
of their intention to adhere to the program. 


The revised recommendation has been sent to all canners, 
and those who have not replied to the letter of the Division 
of Simplified Practice are earnestly urged to do so at once. 


CROP INSURANCE 


Senator Pepper Urges Study of System to Cover 
Fruits and Vegetables 


The storm in Florida on Monday and Tuesday, with its 
damage to truck crops, led to a brief discussion in the Senate 
of the resolution (S. Res. 108) introduced by Senator Pepper 
calling for a study and report by the Secretary of Agriculture 
upon plans and recommendations for the establishment of a 
system of crop insurance for fruits and vegetables. In the 
discussion it was suggested that the scope of the resolution 
be extended to cover additional crops, to which Senator 
Pepper agreed, but the resolution was “passed over” for con- 
sideration at a later date. 

The comment of Senator Pope, chairman of the subcom- 
mittee that considered and approved the wheat crop insurance 
bill which passed the Senate and is now pending in the 
House, indicates some of the difficulties in the way of drafting 
legislation to cover perishable crops. Senator Pope said: 

“There is a difference in the consideration of perishable 
fruits. It seems to me the same plan would not apply in 
reference to perishable fruits as in reference to wheat or cot- 
ton or corn or any other commodity which might be stored 
for a considerable period of time * * * . I am very much 
in favor of this resolution; and I hope the Secretary of Agri- 
culture, as the result of this resolution, or of something else, 
will proceed with the investigation of fruits and vegetables, 
because I realize that in the fruit States the hazards are just 
as great, and oftentimes greater and more destructive, than 
in the grain States, and therefore there is in some respects 
a greater need for insurance on fruits and vegetables than 
on wheat or corn because the former may be more easily 


destroyed.” 
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CANNED FOOD EXPORTS AND IMPORTS IN FEBRUARY 


Cessation of the maritime strike on the Pacific Coast was the impetus for a greatly increased export of canned foods 
during February. Canned fruit exports amounted to 57,537,227 pounds as compared with 28,540,720 pounds in February, 


1936, and canned fish 22,846,203 pounds as compared with 6,116,724 pounds. Exports of canned vegetables amounted to th 
5,370,638 pounds as compared with 1,915,634 pounds in February of last year. The following table, compiled from De- M 
partment of Commerce records, shows both the imports and exports of the principal canned foods for comparative periods: cl 
February, 1936 February, 1937 Jan.-Feb., 1936 Jan.-Feb., 1937 “ 
Exports Pounds Value Pounds Value Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned meats, total... 1,113,236 $332,827 1,696,362 $504,486 1,848,745 $567,407 2,774,001 $856, 728 
, corned, roast, 

115,633 23,057 148,556 32,1 

} 180, 256 48, 868 {364° 082 102/333 331,422 96,711) —§33'563 «157.770 
735,548 233 , 260 946 ,967 312,430 =1,202,940 386,313 1,593,738 542 , 249 | 
96,312 26,576 125, 803 31,175 156,414 43,352 276,174 73,605 
101, 120 24,128 143,917 35,491 157,969 41,031 221,970 50,944 Pu 

Canned vegetables,total 1,915,634 178,791 5,370,638 568,898 4,182,824 387,179 7,327,843 751,300 Al 
671,881 85367 3,463,914 Ca 
Pir 
13,271 2 1,071,329 53,055 Ch 
179,612 12,710 122,705 10,080 312,983 22,804 250,194 21,287 Bh 
201/303 15/801 454,269 26883 387.167 31/279 581,422 36,400 Ste 
121) 185 12,237 
Tomato paste....... 135 ,096 9,374 
Tomato juice....... 150 , 430 12,025 207 , 808 16,601 
Other, and juices... . 395 ,671 30,058 402,718 39,431 663 , 526 51,877 669 ,326 61,259 
Condensed milk....... 257,203 37,034 261 , 246 30,279 404,546 54,826 435 ,034 47,406 
Evaporated re 2,718,765 194,351 2,010,042 141,858 4,528,538 322,606 3,909,184 285 , 668 
Canned fruits, total.... 28,540,720 1,982,414 57,537,227 4,112,518 53,810,724 3,736,710 62,743,790 4,449,600 
Apples and apple- 

2,361,784 101,741 4,290,669 203,165 3,986,778 172,826 4,616,089 218,729 
Agesicots........... 1,771,881 129,718 3,353,705 246,978 3,071,005 224,489 3,466,824 256,448 gla 
Berries, other....... 101,225 10,528 231,992 19,362 204,775 21,574 255 , 865 23,715 
21,207 14,156 300 , 228 32,459 226 ,606 28,711 326,921 35 
Fruits for salad. .... 2,324,611 255,990 7,801,986 853,289 4,201,796 455,776 7,969,601 872,174 the 
Grapefruit.......... 2,628 ,963 163,751 9,778,227 473,468 9,672,592 598,460 12,741,317 641,023 per 
Loganberries 192,234 15,543 1,644 36,920 469 , 393 33 ,065 432/076 36,980 the 

16,023,112 1,029,606 12,059,339 
12/198'716 855,056 loss 
3,049/007 259,302 3, 
bad 
Al 
4,292 ,802 235,053 9,262,288 548,665 8,711,258 467,127 10,155,568 615,244 earl 
ence seo 347,053 52,374 455 ,985 79,695 773,246 123,615 859 , 824 142,042 
Shellfish, ee 72,295 9,191 93 ,097 14,552 112,536 18,550 112,498 18,897 
re 38 | 830 8,729 45,279 7,445 51,472 11,896 
Canned beef.......... 7,238,127 3,510,522 4,684,355 
Condensed and ovep- Bul 
orated milk. . ‘ 136,625 6,058 110,687 5,039 164,671 7,181 236,222 10,889 
Canned fish in oil: 
211/383 372: 138! 569 
ee 809 , 222 122,164 1,219,944 271,060 1,224,872 187,214 1,529,409 335,335 Ay 
Se 30,342 10,406 57,673 16,419 70,816 22,815 95 ,058 28 ,639 er 
shellfish: by t 
720,313 232,673 1,103,209 362,304 1,545,166 500,667 1,220,185 394,975 liste 
Clams and qe. ~ 107 ,056 28,133 74,118 11,751 277,279 61 ,086 127,007 21,749 lowi 
Lobsters. . ar 19,835 10,469 36,555 12,643 35,380 16,723 54,927 19,724 " 
Other canned fish... .. 2,010,343 148,884 1,867,013 143,522 2,793,754 219,480 2,975,407 222 , 392 po 
Canned vegetables: payr 
45,361 2 , 262 31,486 2,896 60,592 5,394 67,285 6, 188 alloy 
Mushroome......... 32/582 9: 791 57,320 16,879 56, 298 17,299 103,116 29/048 
4,494,871 5,658 ,697 235,713 9,546,832 divi¢ 
331,507 30,541 950 ,016 62 ,062 907 , 741 90,358 1,580,817 108 , 752 Mar 
EE ee 14, 166 701 10,596 647 58,640 2,664 15,809 960 Ny 
510, 121 295 , 676 1,103,714 49,895 791,774 Cor 
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UNSOLD CANNED SALMON STOCKS 


Unsold stocks of canned salmon on March 31 are shown in the following statistics compiled by the Association 
of Pacific Fisheries. The figures for March 31, 1936, represent data from 92 companies putting up 99.7 per cent of 
the 1936 pack; those for February 28, 1937, represent 91 companies with 99.7 per cent of the 1936 pack, and those for 
March 31, 1936, represent 72 companies with 98 per cent of the 1935 pack. Unshipped stocks of canned salmon, in- 
cluding both sold and unsold salmon remaining in first hands, totaled 1,702,535 cases on March 31, 1937, as compared 


with 4,398,228 cases on December 31, 1936. 


Total Total Total 
Grades or Varieties Talls Flats Halves March 31, Feb. 28 March 31, 

(1 pound) (1 pound) (8 doz.) 1937 1937 1936 

hinooks or Kings Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 

4,682 2,440 =10,023 17,145 17,438 80 , 290 
452 11,663 19,346 239, 461 269 ,397 
Cohoes, Silvers, Medium Reds....................: 25,784 3,309 1,844 30,937 41,191 61,098 
925,126 32,262 68,755 1,026,143 1,336,520 1,821,110 


Storm Damages Florida Crops 


A rain storm accompanied by some hail, struck the Ever- 
glades Section of Florida on Monday night, and heavy rains 
continued Tuesday (April 5th and 6th). It is estimated that 
the damage to the snap bean and tomato crops will reach 75 
per cent. In Collier County it appears that 90 per cent of 
the tomato crop has been lost and in Broward County the 
loss is approximately 30 per cent. 

Early reports indicated that Manatee County tomatoes are 
badly damaged but no survey has yet been made in this area. 
A loss of from 10 to 15 per cent occurred to Hardee County 
vegetable crops and Sarasota celery. Around the Fort Pierce 
section the tomato crop suffered very little damage. The 
early potato crop in the Hastings area was not hurt. 


SOIL-BUILDING PAYMENTS 
Bulletins Issued Covering States in the Northeast 
Region 


Soil-building practices which must be followed by farm- 
ers in order to secure soil-building payments under the 
Agricultural Conservation Program have been announced 
by the Agricultural Adjustment Administration for the States 
listed below. As has been pointed out previously, by fol- 
lowing one or more of these practices, part of the out-of- 
pocket cost of using the practices is covered by soil-building 
payments, which, in turn, are limited by the soil-building 
allowance for the individual farm. Soil-building allow- 
ances for the five regions into which the entire country is 
were published in the Inrormation Letter for 

arch 13, 


New York: Using limestone, superphosphate or potash 
with soil-conserving crops; seeding wild white clover, or 
Cornell pasture mixture, red or alsike clover, or alfalfa; 
gr wing small grains or annual grasses or as green- 


manure and cover crops; mulching orchards; removing un- 
productive orchard trees or vines and maintaining legumes; 
using nitrogen on sod or cover crops in orchards and vine- 
yards; improving woodlands; building 2-strand or 3-strand 
woodland pasture fences; planting forest trees; stri 


ping; planting shrub or grain windbreaks. 


Massacnusetts: Liming cropland and pasture; using 
phosphoric acid, potash or nitrogen with soil-conserving 
crops; seeding clover or alfalfa; growing small grains or an- 
nual grasses or legumes as green-manure crops; mulchin. 
orchards; planting forest trees; improving woodlands; build- 
ing 2-strand or 3-strand woodland pasture fences; maintain- 
ing soil on cranberry bogs; following a farm plan. 


Tobacco farmers in the State also will be eligible for pay- 
ments for shifting some of their tobacco soil-depleting a 
acreage from tobacco to soil-conserving crops. 

Maine: Liming cropland and pasture; using phosphoric 
acid, potash or nitrogen with soil-conserving crops; seeding 
legumes; growing small grains or annual grasses or legumes 
as green-manure and cover crops; growing green-manure 
and cover crops on potato land; mulching orchards; con- 
tour cultivating in Aroostook County; strip cropping in 
Aroostook County; planting forest trees; improving wood- 
lands; building 2-strand or 3-strand woodland pasture fences. 

Payments for diverting acreage from soil-depleting crops 
are available in Aroostoo Fondinent, Piscataquis, Somerset 
and Waldo counties. 

PENNSYLVANIA: Planting forest trees; building 2-strand 
or 3-strand woodland pasture fences; seeding pasture mix- 
tures; applying lime and fertilizer to established pastures; 
establishing new seedings of clover and timothy or alfalfa; 
applying limestone and fertilizer to established legumes and 
grasses; applying nitrogen to soil-conserving cropland in 
orchards and vineyards; applying lime and superphosphate 
in preparation for seeding grasses or legumes; growing small 
grains or annual grasses or legumes as green-manure crops. 

In the counties of Adams, Berks, Chester, Cumberland, 
Delaware, Franklin, Lancaster, Lebanon and York, diversion 


payments will be made for diverting acreage from soil-de- 
pleting crops. 
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All tobacco growers in the State will be eligible for pay- 
ments for shifting some of their tobacco soil-depleting base 
acreage from tobacco to soil-conserving crops. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as R by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, stmt of Agriculture 
Week ending— Season total to— 
April 3 April3 Mar.27 April3 April 3 
VEGETABLES 1936 1937 1937 136 
Beans, snapandlima 153 237 180 4, 264 5,271 
554 516 564 5,538 6,748 
Green peas......... 55 126 123 1,142 1,756 
346 3333s 152 6 609 
ers: 
Domestic, compet- 
ing ieeie.s . 4,613 4,845 4,434 70,962 75,847 
ts competing — 
irectly....... 56 M 45 1,799 1,585 
Indirectly...... 24 27 27 666 703 
Fruits 
Citrus, domestic.... 3,415 3,767 4,580 73,067 91,327 
Imports......... 10 2 1 429 102 
Others, domestic.... 502 83 141 16,197 18,870 


SOCIAL SECURITY FIELD 


Kansas and Montana Unemployment Compensation 
Laws Approved by Social Security Board 


Approval of the Kansas and Montana unemployment com- 
pensation laws has been announced by the Social Security 
Board. The Kansas law provides for a “pooled fund” under 
which all contributions go into a single State fund, out of 
which benefits are paid to eligible employees of all covered 
employers. Workers are not required to contribute. Em- 
ployers having 8 or more persons on their pay rolls in each of 
20 different weeks during the year contribute 1.8 per cent of 
wages payable in 1937 and 2.7 per cent in the years follow- 
ing through 1941. After that, a merit-rating provision goes 
into effect whereby the individual employer's contribution 
rate will be adjusted in accordance with his employment 
record during the past five years. Those who have had few 
lay-offs will pay less than those who have had frequent dis- 
charges in their plants. Benefits, which become payable in 
January, 1939, will amount to 4 per cent of the worker's total 
wages during the 3-month period of highest earnings among 
the first 8 of the 9 calendar quarters prior to the loss of his 
job. The law provides for a maximum benefit of $15 per 
week and a minimum of $5 or 6 per cent of the total wages 
earned during the quarter on which benefits are based, which- 
ever is less. They may last as long as 16 weeks during a year 
depending on the worker's past earnings. 

The Montana law provides for a pooled State fund to which 
all covered employers contribute and out of which benefits 
will be paid to all eligible unemployed workers irrespective 
of the particular employer for whom they may last have 
worked, 

Employees are not required to contribute under the Mon- 
tana law. Employers having one or more persons on their 


pay rolls for some time in each of any 20 weeks during the 
year contribute at the rate of 1.8 per cent of wages payable 
during 1937 and 2.7 per cent for 1938 and thereafter until 
June 30, 1942. After that, the State Unemployment Compen- 
sation Commission, which administers the law, is empowered 
to lower or raise the individual employer's contribution rate 
so that those with a small labor turnover may pay less than 
those having frequent lay-offs. To protect the State fund, the 
law requires the rates to be fixed so that total contributions 
will average 2.7 per cent of the annual pay rolls of covered 
employers. Benefits will be payable beginning in July, 1939, 
They will amount to 50 per cent of the full-time weekly wage 
with a maximum of $15 per week and a minimum of $7 or 
three-quarters of the weekly wage, whichever is less. They 
may last as long as 16 weeks in a year depending on the 
worker's past wages. 

Nevada, North Dakota, and Washington recently adopted 
unemployment compensation laws. The legislatures of Dela- 
ware, Illinois, Missouri, and Nebraska have bills under con- 
sideration, and in Florida, where the legislature convened on 
April 6th, the subject has been given intensive study for 
some months. 


Pack of Poultry Products in 1935 


According to preliminary figures from the biennial census 
of poultry dressing and packing, the value of canned poultry 
products of various kinds packed in 1935, as compared with 
1931, was as follows (no comparable statistics for 1933 are 
available ) : 


1931 1935 

*$2, 763,845 $2,007,063 
Chicken, potted and deviled........ 38,876 30,600 
Chicken Froth and soup and other 

Chieken and noodles, chicken a la} 1,871,292 

* Revised, 


Canned Foods Featured in Prize “Cook-Off” 


Women from each of the six main geographic sections of 
the country “cooked-off” their prize winning menus of the 
Women's National Exposition of Arts and Industries in 
Grand Central Palace, New York City, the week of March 
29th. This was the second national canned food cookery 
competition with the American Can Company as sponsor 
administered by the Women's National Exposition. 

The rules of the contest required that each menu should be 
for a four-course dinner to serve six people and that six canned 
food recipes be included in each menu. The women selected 
as having the best menu from each of the sections of the 
country were brought to New York and “cooked-off” before 
a large and enthusiastic audience in Grand Central Palace. 
The first prize of $500 went to Mrs. Helen P. Angell, Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. The other prizes were awarded as follows: 


Second ($250): Mrs. William J. O’Brien, Center Sand- 
wich, N. H. 

Third ($200): Miss Evelyne Mischke, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Fourth ($150): Mrs. G. Lehman, Yonkers, N. Y. 
Fifth ($100): Mrs. R. L. Maxey, Villisea, lowa. 
Sixth ($100): Mrs. Percy Finks, Arlington, Va. 
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One of the interesting features of the competition is the 
fact that each prize winner received a check of equal amount 
to give to the grocer from whom she had bought her canned 
foods. 

The winning menu used the following canned foods: Ripe 
olives, shrimp, squash, peas, pineapple, grapefruit, apricot, 
gooseberries and currants. The menu follows: 


Crisp Celery Hearts Ripe Olives 
Whole Shrimp Dipped in Mayonnaise on Toast Rounds 
Barbecued Young Chicken 
Browned Cauliflower with Cheese 
Hubbard Squash Buttered Peas 
Pineapple, Grapefruit, Apricot Salad French Dressing 
Icebox Wholewheat Rolls 
Gooseberry and Currant Tart with Whipped Cream 


Miss Atwater and Miss Black of the Association's Division 
of Home Economics served as members of the Judging Com- 
mittee. 


Tin Plate Price Raised 


A raise of 50 cents in the price of tin plate was announced 
on April 6th, bringing the price to $5.35 per box. 


New Sweet Cherry Stock Available 


According to the New York State Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station, an outstanding new sweet cherry named Seneca 
has been developed by the station, planting stock of which 
may be obtained from the New York State Fruit Testing 
Association at Geneva, New York. This new variety is said 
to be particularly remarkable for its earliness, is purple- 
black, juicy and rich, with a skin that does not crack easily. 


COAL LEGISLATION NEARS COMPLETION 


Conferees Agree Upon Provisions for Price Fixing 
and Trade Practice Regulation 


Legislation to regulate prices and trade practices in the 
bituminous coal industry has neared completion with agree- 
ment by the conferees on the bills passed by the House on 
March 11th and by the Senate on April 5th. 


Similar legislation failed at the last session of Congress, 
when bills were introduced following invalidation of the 
original Guffey Act by the U. S. Supreme Court on May 18, 
1936. An analysis of that decision appeared in the INrorma- 
Tio’ Lerrer for May 23, 1936. 


The new bills, like those introduced at the preceding ses- 
sion, omit the provisions on wages and hours which were in 
the original Guffey Act and which were the chief ground for 
invalidation of the law. 


The legislation creates a National Bituminous Coal Com- 
mission as an administrative body with power to establish 
minimum prices for all coals produced and marketed in inter- 
statc commerce or in other commerce that directly affects that 
which is interstate in character. It divides the coal produc- 


ing areas of the country into 23 districts, each of which will 
have a board consisting of at least two members of the in- 
dustry and a representative of labor. These boards are 
authorized to propose to the Commission minimum prices 
based upon the average cost of production, and the Com- 
mission will establish coordinated prices for common con- 
suming markets. In general, minimum prices are to be 
based upon the weighted average cost of production in the 
price area involved. The Commission is also vested with 
power to establish maximum prices as a protection against 
unreasonable costs to consumers. 


The legislation defines and makes unlawful various trade 
practices held to be responsible for unsatisfactory conditions 
in the industry. 


It also establishes a tax of 1 cent per ton on the production 
of all bituminous coal sold or otherwise transferred from the 
producer to any other person. This tax is expected to provide 
the money needed to administer the Act. An additional tax 
of 19% per cent of the sales price or market value at the 
mines is assessed against coal produced or distributed in viola- 
tion of the minimum price regulations and fair trade prac- 
tices. This tax is the means by which compliance with the 


price and trade practice regulations will be enforced upon 
producers. 


Commercial Mushroom Production 


A new publication (Circular Bulletin No. 158) has just 
been issued by the Michigan State College entitled “Com- 
mercial Mushroom Production” that is of particular interest 
to growers and canners of this commodity. According to data 
included in this publication, experienced growers averaged 
only between 4 and 6 cents per pound gross above cost of 
production during the past four years. The requirements 
for successful commercial mushroom production are dis- 
cussed in this bulletin, including the preparation of spawn, 
construction of the beds, fumigation, insect pests and dis- 
eases, management of the house, and harvesting. Copies of 
the bulletin may be obtained upon request directed to the 
Michigan State College at East Lansing, Mich. 


PLAN FOR ABATING WATER POLLUTION 


Chairman Ickes of National Resources Committee 
Submits Report 


A report on recent progress in pollution abatement and 
recommendations for the inclusion of a five point plan in 
new Federal legislation affecting water pollution was released 
by Chairman Harold L. Ickes of the National Resources 
Committee on April 7th. 


The preceding week the House Committee on Rivers and 
Harbors favorably reported the Barkley-Vinson bill (H. R. 
2711) to create a Division of Water Pollution Control in 
the United States Public Health Service (see INrorMATION 
Lerrer for last week). 

The recommendations of the National Resources Com- 
mittee suggest that new legislation should have the following 
provisions: 


1. Designate a Federal agency to study and report on water 
pollution and pollution-abatement projects; 
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2. Provide for loans and/or grants to public agencies, and 
loans to non-public agencies for pollution-abatement 
works; 

3. Provide that loans or grants be approved by an overlying 
public works agency; 

4. Provide that loans or grants be cleared with a water- 
resources planning agency to insure reconciliation of pol- 
lution abatement work with the comprehensive utilization 
and control of water resources in the drainage areas af- 
fected; 

5. Give Congressional consent to negotiation of interstate 
compacts for pollution abatement. 


Essentially, the Barkley-Vinson bill embodies these sug- 
gestions, although it does not provide for approval of water 
pollution control undertakings by a Federal public works 
agency nor for approval of loans by the National Resources 
Committee, and it does not give blanket Congressional con- 
sent to the negotiation of interstate compacts. 


A bill (H. R. 6076) introduced by Representative Phillips 
of Connecticut on April Ist, the same day the House Com- 
mittee reported the Barkley-Vinson bill, would establish 
the National Resources Committee as a permanent govern- 
mental agency and would otherwise carry out that Commit- 
tee’s recommendations. 

On the following day Representative Lewis of Maryland 
proposed a joint resolution (H. J. Res. 311) that would give 
the consent of Congress to the States of Maryland, Virginia, 
West Virginia, Pennsylvania, and the District of Columbia to 
negotiate and enter into a compact controlling water pollution 
in the Potomac River drainage area. 


COMPLAINT AGAINST PIPE MAKERS 


Violation of Federal Trade Commission and 
Robinson-Patman Acts Charged 


The Federal Trade Commission has issued a complaint 
alleging that 35 companies, producing and selling 90 per 
cent of the output of cast iron soil pipe in the United States, 
have, through use of the Birmingham Plus pricing system, 
substantially lessened price competition within their in- 
dustry and discriminated in price among certain buyers of 
their products. The complaint charges violation of both 
the Federal Trade Commission Act and the Robinson-Pat- 
man Anti-Price Discrimination Act. 

The Cast Iron Soil Pipe Association, Birmingham, Ala- 
bama, which is the trade organization of the industry, and 
its officers, also are named respondents in the complaint. 

Count One of the complaint, which alleges violation of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act, charges that the re- 
spondents have combined and agreed to lessen and restrain 
competition, and to that end have used the Birmingham 
Plus pricing system, under which, to the extent that the 
system is followed, all cast iron soil pipe, wherever pro- 
duced, is sold at delivered prices, which are equivalent to 
the base price fixed at Birmingham, Alabama, plus the 
freight rate from Birmingham to the buyer's freight station, 
wherever located. From the delivered prices there are 
deducted, it is said, trade discounts which vary for buyers 
of different classes, but are uniform to buyers of the same 
class. 


Under the Birmingham Plus system, each respondent com- 


pany, the complaint alleges, makes a delivered price, identi- 
cal with that made by every other producer adhering to the 
system, to any given customer wherever located, such uni- 
form pricing being carried on by each respondent company 
with the knowledge that all other producers following the 
system will quote and charge identical delivered prices. 

In further support of their alleged combination, the 
respondents are said to have adopted uniform terms of 
sale, a standardized form of contract, and a uniform system 
of classification of buyers and of preferential discounts to 
certain classes of buyers. 


Count Two of the complaint distinguishes between deliv- 
ered prices and actual prices, alleging that the actual price 
is derived by deducting from the delivered price the cost 
of transportation, such transportation cost varying with the 
respective locations of the buyers. Under this count, it is 
charged that the respondents’ combination has resulted in 
discriminations by producers not located at Birmingham, 
and that by these discriminations competition among the 
respondent producers, wherever located, is substantially 
lessened in violation of the Robinson-Patman Act. 


France a Good Market for American Asparagus 


France has become a steady consumer of American 
canned asparagus, according to the American Vice consul 
at Paris. Imports of canned asparagus into France from 
all sources during the first eleven months of 1936 were 
valued at 8,481,000 francs (approximately $508,860), al- 
most all of which originated in the United States. 

Foreign competition has worked to the disadvantage of 
the French canning industry during recent years especially 
as it related to asparagus. Before the war, the surplus of 
France’s canned asparagus production was shipped abroad. 
During recent years, however, owing to the fact that a num- 
ber of asparagus plantations were destroyed during the 
war, the American canned product has supplanted most of 
the home output. 

While French asparagus culture has again begun to 
flourish it is experiencing difficulty in competition with the 
prevailing prices of the American product, largely because 
of the high cost and heavy import duties on tin for the manu- 
facture of cans. 
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